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Abstract 
The quality of teachers largely determines the quality of education in the society. For teachers 
to be effective and contribute to nation building, quality of teachers must be improved. Social 
networking is the use of websites or other online technologies to communicate with people and 
share information and resources. This paper discusses how to use social networking sites life 
Facebook, YouTube and Skype in teacher education in order to expand the boundaries of 
learning beyond the confines of formal classrooms. Finally, it recommends among other 
things that teachers should be trained on the use of social media to connect their students to 
real-world problems. 

 
 

 Education is the bedrock of development of any nation. It is a vital tool for transformation and 
societal change. According to Merriam Webster (2016), education is the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that you get from attending a School, College or University. Smith (2016) defined 
education as the wise, hopeful and respectful cultivation of learning undertaken in the belief that all 
should have the chance to share in life. He went further to say that it is a cooperative and inclusive 
activity that looks to help people to live their lives as well as they can. Web Finance Inc. (2016), 
defined education as the wealth of knowledge acquired by an individual after studying particular 
subject-matter or experiencing life lessons that provide an understanding of something. Education is 
the act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, developing the process of reasoning 
and judgment and generally of preparing oneself or others intellectually for matured life 
(Dictionary.com, 2016). From the above definitions, education is the development of the abilities of 
the mind. Therefore, an educated person is someone who perceives accurately, thinks clearly and acts 
accurately on self-selected goals. 
 Teacher education is the process of providing teachers and potential teachers with the skills 
and knowledge necessary to teacheffectively in a classroom environment. Teachers are one of the 
most critical elements in the learning environment. They must be well prepared with enthusiastic 
characteristics that are necessary for the education of all students. Education has been regarded as the 
key that unlocks the door to civilization but the teachers hold the key to the door. Therefore a sound 
programme of professional education of teachers is essential for the qualitative improvement of 
education. In recognition of this fact, the Federal Government of Nigeria resolved that teacher 
education will continue to be given a major emphasis in all her education planning and development 
because no education system can rise above the quality of its teachers (FRN, 2004). The goal of 
teacher education as stated in the National Policy on Education, 2004 are to: 
� Produce highly motivated, conscientious and efficient classroom teachers for all levels of our 
educational system. 
� Encourage further spirit of enquiry and creativity in teachers. 
� Help teachers to fit into society life of the community and the society at large and enhance 
their commitment to national goals. 
� Provide teachers with intellectual and professional background adequate for their assignment 
and make them adaptable to changing situations and enhance teachers’ commitment to the teaching 
profession. 
Intending teachers and teachers need help either through pre-service or in-service teacher education 
programs to develop their content knowledge, their pedagogical skills or the realization of certain 
practices. 
Oloube (2007) reported that the dimensions of teachers include the nature and extent of guidance 
given to them. He also stressed that their success in teaching depend on their knowledge, attitude 
toward teaching, academic self-concept and explicit understanding of the profession. Teacher 
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education and preparation therefore provide teachers with knowledge, skills and attitude to be familiar 
with the art and science of teaching that in turn gives them confidence to carry out their task. 
 
The Concept of Transformation of Teacher Education 

According to Web Finance (2016), transformation is a process of profound and radical change 
that orients an organization in a new direction and takes it to an entirely different level of 
effectiveness. It implies a basic change of character and little or no resemblance with the past 
configuration or structure. Cambridge English Dictionary (2016) defined transformation as a complete 
change in the appearance or character of something especially so that that thing or person is improved. 
Therefore, transformation is a positive change in the process, act or way of life of a programme or 
activity. 

The world is fast transforming into a large globally connected community with ever-
increasing outreach of information and communication technology. The world is changing from an 
industrial society towards a new society which is information or knowledge society (Ololube, 2007). 
Education as an accepted tool of social change and reconstruction is in the centre of this accelerated 
process of social and cultural change. According to Williams (2010), Education is the tool of the 
transformation of an individual. Aderogba and Oyelekan (2015) reported that Education focuses on a 
direction towards positive societal change in order to transform the entire world into a worth-living 
environment. Therefore, the education system has to develop its models of education that would take 
into account the emerging future scenario of connected societies and create virtual infrastructure that 
would support development and transformation process towards the future knowledge society. 

Transforming education is to develop a new paradigm of education with goals of developing 
and transforming existing society into a new knowledge society and teacher are pivoted in supporting 
such educational transformation. Only the teacher can develop those skills and capabilities required 
for building a knowledge society, therefore, the teacher needs to be transformed first by orienting him 
in the latest pedagogies and empowering him to develop relevant competencies and capabilities 
among learners. 
 
Why Teacher Education should be Transformed 
 The quality of teachers largely determines the quality of education in the society. Oni (2001) 
stated that the present poor quality of education in Nigeria is a reflection of poor quality teachers. 
Therefore, for teachers to be effective and contribute to nation-building, quality of teachers must be 
improved. 
 Education is a vital instrument for national development. The importance of teachers in 
making the process of education possible and successful is inevitable. Okarafor (2014) reported that 
teachers are nation-builders and so, any national development hinges on the abilities of the teachers to 
meet the challenges. Hence, the teaching profession needs to be repositioned to possess all the 
attributes or characteristics of a profession. Repositioning the teaching profession to meet 
developmental challenges in Nigeria should be paramount in the mind of all stakeholders. Teachers 
are the pillar to the development and building of any nation. Saharan and Seth (2009) reported that the 
teacher is a maker of man, a foundation of all education and the civilization of mankind, present and 
future. Therefore, no national reconstruction is possible without the active cooperation of the teacher. 
 A nation is built by its citizens and citizens are molded by teachers and teachers are made by 
teacher-educators. The teacher is the maker of the nation, so for the development of the country, it is 
very important to have good teachers and good teachers can be produced only if we have a good 
system of teacher education. 
 
Social Networking 
 Social networking is the sharing of information and services among people with a common 
interest. It is also the use of websites or other online technologies to communicate with people and 
share information and resources. Mundy (2012) defined social networking site as a site that provides a 
venue for people to share their activities with family, friends and colleagues or to share their interest 
in a particular topic. Members create an online profile with biographical data, photos and any other 
information they choose to post. They communicate with each other by making their latest thought 
public in a blog-like format or via email, instant messaging or video chat. 
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 Investopedia (2016) defined social networking as the use of internet-based social media 
programs to make connections with friends, family, classmates, customers and clients. Social 
networking can be done for social purposes, business purposes, academic purposes or all. 
 
 Social networking sites used for academic purposes have shown positive results as students 
interact outside of the classroom and therefore social networking sites assist in the learning process 
and building community (Mundy, 2012). Blending the real and virtual worlds inside and outside of 
the classroom has shown to increase peer to peer and academic engagement. According to Monopolis 
(2014), social networking sites can help build academic self-confidence and motivation. A research 
carried out by Tinto (2007) revealed that social networking increases retention in higher education. 
Therefore, teachers should be able to use social media to connect their students to real-world 
problems. Educators should be powerful role-models and provide examples of how to use the most 
powerful social media tools to expand the boundaries of learning. 
 
Some Classrooms Social Networking Sites 
Facebook 
 Facebook is the second most popular site on the internet (Walsh 2001). Facebook page and 
profiles can be configured to provide an appropriate level of privacy for coursework by creating a 
teacher profile separate from personal profile and asking students to create a limited profile with 
controlled setting and to friend the new teacher profile. 
The nice thing about Facebook is that many students are already familiar and comfortable with it. 
Also, in this setting, there is a wall between the academic use and personal uses students have for the 
tool, by being in the group you don’t have to befriend anyone or expose your personal information. 
 Facebook allows instructors to distribute documents (via posting and messaging) administer 
discussion lists, conduct live chat and handle some assignments. It is an online application that can 
facilitate communication and collaboration between faculty and students. It allows for interaction and 
the sharing of information beyond the confines of formal classroom (Monopolis, 2014). It can be used 
by students to reflect on the content learned in the classroom, with Facebook, when one student offers 
an observation or posts an article, others can respond by commenting on the post. Monopolis (2014) 
reported that students who participated in the online group enjoyed the course more, felt a stronger 
sense of belonging and got better grades than those who did not participate. 
Facebook can be used for homework, assignment and class discussion. 
 
YouTube 
 YouTube is one of the most popular websites on the internet and a vast resource for 
educational content (Hicks, 2015). The site is home to over 10 million videos tagged as educational, 
many of them submitted by teachers. YouTube enables students and educators to discover anything 
they want to learn as a part of their academic curricular and extra-curricular activities. Through 
YouTube videos, educators can bring scientists, professors and experts into the classroom to help 
students learn from great illustrations and tutorials. 
 YouTube videos include visual, music, voice-over and sound effects along with information 
which keep students much more engaged with the videos. Also students spend hours at home 
watching television, so educators can take advantage of exposing them to educational videos on 
YouTube. 
 When you want only your students to watch your tutorial while flipping a classroom or 
providing them with a video resource, use privacy settings and set its privacy to private or unlisted. A 
private video can only be seen by you and the users you select. Making a video unlisted means that 
only people who have the link to the video can view it. To share an unlisted video, just share the link 
with the people who you’ll like to have access to it and they’ll be able to see it. 
 
Skype 
 Skype is a software that allows you to speak to, see and instant message other people who 
have Skype account wherever they are in the world. It is an application you download which allows 
you to make calls and send messages via the internet (Fraser, 2013). Many people use their computer 
for Skype but a phone or TV can also be used. Tools like Skype allow students in even the most rural 
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areas to connect with other students, educators or interesting people from around the world creating 
myriad educational opportunities. 
 To use Skype in your classroom, the first thing you’ll need to do is to install the free Skype 
software on your computer and set up a username, a digital projector and external speakers can help 
students to see better and hear during the call though not necessary. 
 Skype in the classroom breaks down classroom walls and allows children to be a part of 
experiences from around the globe. It makes learning more exciting, memorable and engaging for 
students. 
 Here are some of the amazing ways Skype helps teachers enrich the lives of their students: 
i. Take Virtual Field Trips: Students can attend virtual field trips with Skype to meet with 
classrooms across the globe allowing them to learn different cultures, teach each other local customs 
and discuss national issues. They can also take virtual field trip to sites like Museums, historical 
attractions and other locations. 

ii.  Bring Experts to your classroom: It can be difficult to find experts in various subject areas 
who are able to travel to your school and share information with students. Setting up a Skype call can 
be a practical option. To find willing partners, check with university, museum, Government agencies 
or businesses to find potential speakers for your class. 
iii.  Polishing Language Skills: Foreign language teachers have embraced Skype as a powerful 
tool to reinforce second language acquisition. By partnering with a class in another country, both 
classes can refine their conversational skills. It also serves as way for students to gain firsthand 
knowledge of another culture. 
Many teachers have shared online a wealth of example of Skype being used as an application to 
engage students in influential and effective learning experiences. Teachers can use it to access and 
share activities, resources and lesson plans to connect to other educators and organizations. 
 
Conclusion 
 The use of classroom social networking facilitates communication and collaboration between 
instructors and students, allowing for interaction and the sharing of information beyond the confines 
of the formal classroom. It makes students to enjoy their lessons, feel a stronger sense of belonging 
and also increases retention in students. All these will improve the quality of would-be teachers. Since 
teachers tend to teach the way they were taught, it will invariably improve the quality of education in 
the country. Therefore, teachers should be able to use social media to connect their students to real-
world problems. 
 
Recommendations 
 Based on the discussion, the following are recommended as steps to ensure the transformation 
of teacher education: 
i. There should be compulsory in-service training for educators on the use of social media to 

enhance effective teaching. 
ii.  Government should provide ICT facilities in both secondary and tertiary institutions.  
iii.  Teachers should be trained on the use of social media to connect their students to real-world 
problems. 
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